Introduction/Purpose: Usefulness of ultrasonographic guided saphenous nerve block is well known for perioperative pain management of foot and ankle surgery. However, in some cases it may be impossible to identify the saphenous nerve, especially women or obese patients, so successful rate of ultrasonographic guided saphenous nerve block was reported 70 to 80%. Previous reports demonstrated that the saphenous nerve is running adjacent to the greater saphenous vein, which suggests that the greater saphenous vein can be an indicator to identify the saphenous nerve. The purpose of this study was to examine anatomical relationship between the saphenous nerve and the greater saphenous vein which is depicted using the near-infrared (NIR) vascular imaging system, the Vein Viewer Flex ® .
